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AGENDA AT A GLANCE 

8:45 a.m. Remote Check-In  

9:00 a.m. 
Welcome 
Jessica Galloso, Associate Dean for Office of Professional and 
Organizational Development 

10:05 a.m. Break/Transition 

10:15 a.m. Breakout Sessions 

11:35 a.m. Adjourn (Lunch on Your Own)   

1:00 p.m. Department Meetings - Online  

9:05 a.m.  

State of Academic Affairs and State of Dual Credit Programs 
Dr. Anahid Petrosian, Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Dr. Rebecca De Leon, Dean for Dual Enrollment Programs and School 
District Partnerships 

ADJUNCT & DUAL CREDIT FACULTY  
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY 



2020-2021 Academic Year 

DR. ANAHID PETROSIAN  
Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs                                                  
Chief Academic Officer                                 
South Texas College 

As we gather in preparation for a new academic year, we are 
reminded of how each individual within the Division of Academic 
Affairs is vital in our mission to provide educational opportunities 
through excellence in teaching and learning, workforce 
development, cultural enrichment, community service, and 
regional and global collaborations. Every day we make great 
strides in accomplishing this mission with new programs and 
collaborations, advanced technologies, engaging cultural events, 
and our outstanding faculty. 

Faculty members of South Texas College are the foundation of 
our exceptional institution. Beyond promoting academic integrity and providing 
instructional programs, our faculty inspire, challenge, and nurture our students to 
succeed. They are true champions of student success.  

Meanwhile, the landscape of higher education is changing and we are faced with new 
challenges. These challenges require a shift in perspective where each of us must work 
toward a holistic approach, ensuring that we provide students who choose to come to 
South Texas College a clear path forward toward their educational goals. At the end of 
their educational journey with us, our students must be transfer-ready and job-ready. 

I am confident that with our dedicated faculty and staff, who are devoted to student 
success, we will adapt to these changes and transform the challenges that lie ahead into 
opportunities that nurture our students, help them achieve their dreams, and guide them 
on their path to social mobility and economic prosperity for a better quality of life. 

Welcome to Adjunct & Dual Credit Faculty  
Professional Development Day 



Session Title  Workshop 
Best Practices for Linking Files in OneDrive to Blackboard  151610 

Building a Sense of Belonging with Flipgrid  151612 

Concourse Syllabi  151614 

Information Literacy for Students - Beyond the Classroom  151613 

IT Service Desk Presents: Useful Tools for Faculty  153251 

Let’s go fishing! How Starfish Can Help You Catch Students Who Are at Risk  151616 

My Students Are Failing Their College Class – What’s at Stake?  151622 

PLOs, COs and JagPRIDE, Oh, My!  151626 

PRONTO Team Communication Platform 151611 
Preventing Cheating During Online Exams with LockDown Browser & 
Respondus  

151624 

Student Discipline in the Classroom 151615 

Technology Apps for Academic Success: Immersive Reader Tools  151625 

The New Normal: Web 2.0 Tools for Instruction  151627 

Note: Breakout sessions will be held live, online.  

Best Practices for Linking Files in OneDrive to Blackboard  
Presenter: Jeffery Perez, Client Service Specialist  
Blackboard has a very limited amount of storage space for large files. In this workshop, we will show 
you how to use OneDrive to store your files and link them to your Blackboard courses.  
 

Building a Sense of Belonging with Flipgrid  
Presenter: Crista Hirmas, OPOD Instructional Coach 
Explore Flipgrid, a free interactive tool that allows your online students to engage with you and their 
classmates by recording and sharing short video clips to build a sense of community as well as 
process course content. Flipgrid includes accessibility features and can also be embedded in 
Blackboard. A smart phone is highly recommended for this workshop.  
 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS       (10:15 a.m.—11:30 a.m.) 

BREAKOUT SESSION OVERVIEW   



BREAKOUT SESSIONS       (10:15 a.m.—11:30 a.m.) 

Concourse Syllabi  
Presenters: Christina Cavazos, Director of Curriculum and  
Esmeralda Eureste, Curriculum & Scheduling Coordinator  
Are you ready to take syllabi to a whole new level? Concourse Syllabi Management is a cloud-based 
application, which utilizes workflow for the centralized management of master syllabi and section 
outlines. Instructors will able to complete their section outlines online while students will be able to 
access an interface where all syllabi can be found in JagNet and in Blackboard.  
 

Information Literacy for Students - Beyond the Classroom  
Presenters: Issac Garza, Center for Learning Excellence Coordinator, Saul Reyes, Center for 
Learning Excellence, Coordinator, Elizabeth Hollenbeck, Outreach and Instruction Librarian,  
Ana Naumann, Academic Outreach Librarian 
At the Library and Centers for Learning Excellence, we have adapted our services to better meet the 
needs of our students during this unprecedented season. Join us to learn more about what support 
our departments can offer your students for academic success as well as how they can access these 
services. 
 

IT Service Desk Presents: Useful Tools for Faculty  
Presenters: Noe Arzola, Client Specialist and Adrian Carranza, Client Service Specialist  
In this session, our Information Technology staff will provide an overview of technology resources 
and tools available to South Texas College faculty.  Learn tips for keeping your laptop up to date as 
well as using Microsoft Teams, OneDrive and SharePoint to best leverage your teaching resources 
and instruction. Screen capture and recording tools will also be covered! 
 

Let’s go Fishing! How Starfish Can Help You Catch Students Who Are at Risk  
Presenter: Dr. Maricela Silva, Academic Grants and Projects Officer 
This interactive session will help familiarize you with the Starfish Early Alert System. With Starfish 
identify students who are at-risk and provide them with resources to help them be successful. This 
session will show participants how to setup profiles and office hours, as well as how to raise flags.  
New features such as taking attendance and downloading the reports will also be covered. 
 

My Students are Failing Their College Class—What’s at Stake?  
Presenters: Mayra Carver, Coordinator of Enrollment Services for Dual Credit and 
Hector Cerda, Coordinator of Enrollment Services  
This session will explain what happens when students don’t pass their college courses. Also learn 
about the initiatives South Texas College has implemented to help students become successful. 
Presenters will cover hot topics such as Academic Progress Standards, Satisfactory Academic 
Progress (Financial Aid), and FERPA.  
 

PLOs, COs and JagPRIDE, Oh, My!  
Presenters: Yolonda Jaramillo, Director of Student Learning , Andrea Garcia, Learning Outcomes 
Specialist and Marisa Benitez, Learning Outcomes Specialist 
Jumpstart your semester with a user-friendly training of the South Texas College learning outcomes 
data reporting system, JagPRIDE from entering activities to analyzing data, participants will learn how 
to navigate the application and be able to report Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) and  
Core Objectives (COs) with ease. 
 



BREAKOUT SESSIONS       (10:15 a.m.—11:30 a.m.) 

PRONTO Team Communication Platform 
Presenter: Simon Rodriquez, Distance Learning Media Manager  
PRONTO is an Instant Messenger app with a sleek, modern design. Through it, instructors can 
connect with their students real-time, making it possible to share and store files, as well as 
communicate through video conferencing and direct messaging via mobile devices or directly inside 
Blackboard’s LMS platform. Join us to learn how to use this powerful tool to connect with your 
students.  
 

Preventing Cheating During Online Exams with LockDown Browser & Respondus  
Presenter: Richard Reyna, Help Desk Specialist   
LockDown Browser is a custom browser that locks down the testing environment in Blackboard 
Learn. When students use LockDown Browser to take a Blackboard test, they are unable to print, 
copy, go to other websites, access other applications, or close a test until it is submitted for grading. 
Tests created for use with LockDown Browser cannot be accessed with standard browsers, either. 
This comprehensive training webinar is intended for instructors who plan to use LockDown Browser 
and/or Respondus Monitor with online exams. This session will cover how to enable Lockdown 
Browser/Monitor in a Blackboard test, sequence options and settings requirements, efficient review 
of the assessment data collected, and flag review. 
 

Student Discipline in the Classroom 
Presenter: Karey Barnes, Director of Student Rights and Responsibilities  
As a South Texas College dual credit faculty, how do you address student conduct issues and the 
discipline process? This session will discuss the Administrative Student Conduct Process as well as 
students’ due process rights. If you would like to be better informed regarding topics such as conduct 
violations, documentation, reporting and adjudication of conduct issues, join us! 
 

Technology Apps for Academic Success: Immersive Reader Tools  
Presenters: Johnny Gonzalez, Distance Learning Assistive Technology Specialist and  
Julio Ojeda, Education Technology Specialist - ADA  
This session will provide an overview of the Immersive Reader Tools in Microsoft Office 365                  
applications like Word, Outlook, OneNote and Edge. Learn how these tools make your courses more 
accessible and support students with learning, cognitive or point disabilities. Bring your own mobile 
device.  
 

The New Normal: Web 2.0 Tools for Instruction  
Presenter: Dr. Marie Evans, Director of Educational Technologies  
Web 2.0 technologies changes daily, and existing programs morph regularly to stay on trend with 
instructional needs. Join us as we look at the upgrades to popular apps such as Kahoot!, Padlet, and 
also explore new, exciting applications.  
 
 



DEPARTMENT MEETINGS                    (1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.) 

Note: The department meetings will be held live, online. For more information contact your                 
department chair. 

Department Start Time  

Arts Department 1:30 p.m. 

Automotive/Diesel Technology Program 1:30 p.m. 

Bachelors of Applied Science Organizational Leadership 1:30 p.m. 

Biology Department 1:30 p.m. 

Chemistry 1:30 p.m. 

Child Development Department  1:00 p.m. 

Computer Science/CITP-BAT Department 1:00 p.m. 

Communication Arts (Speech) Department  1:00 p.m. 

Criminal Justice 1:00 p.m. 

Education/College Success Department 1:30 p.m. 

Engineering/Physics/Physical Science Department 1:00 p.m. 

English  1:30 p.m. 

History/Philosophy/Interdisciplinary Studies 1:30 p.m. 

Humanities/Sign Language Interpreter AAS/Spanish/World Languages/                                       
ITP Departments 

1:00 p.m. 

Information Technology Program 1:30 p.m. 

Liberal Arts  1:30 p.m. 

Mathematics 1:00 p.m. 

Music Department 2:00 p.m.  

Precision Advanced Manufacturing Technology 1:00 p.m. 

Psychological Science Department 1:30 p.m. 

Sociology/Anthropology/Social Work  1:30 p.m. 

Technology Management 1:30 p.m. 



For more information regarding this and other events,  
please contact us. 

956-872-7269 
3201 West Pecan Blvd 
McAllen, TX 78501 
Pecan Campus, A-152 

http://www.southtexascollege.edu/profdevopod@southtexascollege.edu 




